Introduction Fibronectin
(FN) is a large glycoprotein present in serum as well as in various organs and tissues (Bayne et al. , 1984; D'Ardenne et al., 1983; Matsuda et al., 1983; Oh et al., 1981; Pearlstein et al., 1980; Couchman et al., 1979; Stenman and Vaheri, 1978) , including spleen, blood vessel wall, intestine, liver, and skin. It has also been found to be synthesized in vitro in various kinds of cells including fibroblasts, hepatocytes, endothelial cells, and smooth musdc cells (Chemnitz and Christensen, 1983; Ruoslahti et al., 1981; Hedman, 1980) . The cellular origin of FN produced in vivo, however, is still unknown.
The presence of FN in the basement membrane has been controversial. Several studies have localized EN in the basement membranes of a variety of tissues (Torikata et al., 1985; Courtoy and Boyles, 1983; D'Ardenne et al., 1983; Weiss et al., 1983; Laurie et al., 1982; Sanes and Cheney, 1982; Wartiovaara et al., 1979; Stenman and Veheri, 1978; Linder et al., 1975) , but Madri et al. (1980) and Martinez-Hemandez et al. (1981) They were next washed three times for 5 mm with PBS and finally for 5 mm in distilled water.
Throughout
the entire procedure, care was taken to prevent drying of the sections by keeping them in a moist chamber.
The In areas where the plasma membrane showed a clear-cut margin, the shortest distance between the outer leaflet of plasma membrane and the center of each gold particle was measured. Figure  5 ). In the wide intercellular space the particles were often distributed along collagen fibers ( Figure  6 ). Within smooth musdc cells, some gold particles were found on cisternae of rough ER and on secretory vesicle-like structures, suggesting synthesis of FN in these cells ( Figure  7) .
Results
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using PBS (data not shown) or pre-immune serum ( Figure  8 ) instead of anti-FN antibodies. et al., 1985; Fleischmajer and Timpl, 1984 
Discussion
